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example of a true American. His unending
service to his country, community, and family
has rewarded the people of Indiana’s First
Congressional District with one of the real he-
roes of our time.
f

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NAVAL RESEARCH
LABORATORY

HON. IKE SKELTON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 1998
Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor

for me to bring to the attention of the House
of Representatives and the American public
the distinguished contributions of the Naval
Research Laboratory on the occasion of its
seventy-fifth anniversary.

The Naval Research Laboratory was offi-
cially founded in Washington, District of Co-
lumbia on July 2, 1923 after Thomas Alva Edi-
son recommended that a modern research fa-
cility for the Navy be established. In the follow-
ing seven decades, research efforts have ex-
panded from the two original areas of scientific
endeavor—radio and underwater sound—to
nineteen broad areas that encompass many
diverse fields.

The Naval Research Laboratory’s early re-
search achievements include the discovery
and explanation of radio skip distance, the de-
velopment of the fathometer and early sonar,
and the development of the first operational
American radar.

During World War II, the Naval Research
Laboratory’s scientific activities focused on ap-
plied research in direct support of combat
forces. The Laboratory devised ship electronic
countermeasure systems, developed the first
application of cryptography in radar identifica-
tion, and invented the first Identification Friend
or Foe (IFF) radio system in the United States.

After World War II, the Naval Research Lab-
oratory greatly expanded its pre-war research
program in radio, radar, underwater sound,
chemistry, metallurgy, optics, nuclear science,
and cosmic rays.

The naval Research Laboratory pioneered
naval research into space launching atmos-
pheric probes with V–2 rockets through the di-
rection of the Vanguard project—America’s
first satellite program. The Laboratory also
produced the first satellite communication sys-
tem by using the moon as a reflector and re-
ceiving the returned signals on the Earth’s
largest parabolic antenna. More recently, the
Laboratory developed the Navy’s Global Posi-
tioning System and built the Clementine sat-
ellite that conducted the most comprehensive
lunar mapping to date. Since the late 1950’s,
the Naval Research Laboratory’s scientists
and engineers have designed, built, and
launched more than 80 satellites that have ex-
panded our understanding of the vast frontier
of space.

The Naval Research Laboratory’s facility for
the Structure of Matter has become inter-
nationally famous for its groundbreaking work
in using electron and x-ray diffraction methods
for understanding the structure of complicated
organic molecules. For his work in this field,
the Laboratory’s Dr. Jerome Karle received
the 1985 Nobel Prize in Chemistry.

The Naval Research Laboratory’s current
research program spans the scientific spec-

trum—including studies in areas such as ad-
vanced materials technology, electronic war-
fare, infrared countermeasures, fire suppres-
sion, information technology, radar technology,
monitoring the solar corona and its impact on
the Earth’s atmosphere, biomolecular engi-
neering, artificial intelligence, remote sensing,
meteorology, and oceanography.

Today, the Naval Research Laboratory is
well-positioned to enter the 21st century with
a strong technical program and all the tools
necessary to continue its mission as the
United States Navy’s corporate laboratory.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize the
Naval Research Laboratory, and I am certain
that the Members of the House will join me in
congratulating this distinguished research insti-
tution on the celebration of 75 years of sci-
entific achievement.
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Tuesday, June 9, 1998

Mr. McKEON. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
proudly recognize a wonderful program that
exists in the city of Santa Clarita called the
‘‘Hero of the Week’’ and those individuals hon-
ored under this program.

Started by Maria Fulkerson and Lorraine
Grimalde of Santa Clarita Anti-Gang Task
Force, the Hero of the Week program focuses
on more of the positive actions of our youth
rather than the negative that most of the
media covers. The program honors students
for their positive actions and choices they
have demonstrated. The students from the
Santa Clarita Valley Junior and Senior High
Schools are recommended by teachers and
principals based on their observations of the
student exhibiting positive behavior.

The students that are selected exhibit the
qualities that we are looking for in future lead-
ers of our nation. These students, many of
whom have had previous problems of one sort
or another, have made remarkable improve-
ments in many different areas. I am proud to
honor these students today here on the House
floor.

On June 3, 1998, the Hero of the Week pro-
gram honored 29 members of my community
for their outstanding activities that truly made
them heros in our neighborhood. These chil-
dren have faced serious obstacles and in
many cases faltered in the face of adversity.
However, none of these students gave up.
Their hard work and determination have truly
earned them the title ‘‘Hero of our Commu-
nity.’’

Mr. Speaker, I would like to conclude these
remarks by listing the 29 students honored by
the city last week. I congratulate them and the
city for such a wonderful program helping our
students in promoting positive activities.

HERO OF THE WEEK HONOREES

José Acosta—Canyon High School
Gilbert Avalos—Arroyo Seco Jr. High School
Andrew Brown—Canyon High School
Tom Chaney—Sierra Vista Jr. High School
Dionna Curtis—Sierra Vista Jr. High School
Mario de la Torre—Canyon High School
Colleen Dillingham—Saugus High School

Rusmir Dzidic—Hart High School
Jenny Embelton—Placerita Jr. High School
Rigoberto Garcia—Placerita Jr. High School
Kimberly Goff—La Mesa Jr. High School
Chrissy Hambel—Saugus High School
Michael Hardash—La Mesa Jr. High School
Brandi Huff—Canyon High School
Jin Kim—Sierra Vista Jr. High School
Karla Martinez—Bowman High School
Martina Mendez—Hart High School
Eva-Maria Onesto—Saugus High School
Rafael Orellana—Placerita Jr. High School
Ashley Palmer—La Mesa Jr. High School
Angel Rodriguez—Saugus High School
Olivia Sanchez—Bowman High School
Steven Santana—Arroyo Seco Jr. High
School
Erik Sayer—Arroyo Seco Jr. High School
Diana Dimone—Valencia High School
Jennifer Sorge—Valencia High School
Joseph Taylor—Saugus High School
Federico Valle—Hart High School
Leopoldo Yepez—Sierra Vista Jr. High
School
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a great sense of sadness and bereave-
ment that I rise today in order to mark the
passing of Judge David W. Dyer.

Judge Dyer began his federal judicial career
when he was appointed by President Kennedy
to the bench of Florida’s Southern District
Court in 1961. The following year he was
named its Chief Judge. In 1966 he was ap-
pointed to the Circuit Court of Appeals, where
he served until his retirement in December of
1997.

Community leaders across South Florida
are at a loss today because they have lost
their leader, mentor, and role model. For
many, Judge Dyer is nothing short of a hero.
During a time of great national struggle, he
consistently advocated and maintained that
the Constitution guaranteed equality for all
Americans—no matter what their race. To put
it simply, he was Florida’s most respected ju-
rist.

I would like to take a moment, Mr. Speaker,
to share with my colleagues two of Judge
Dyer’s most important achievements. The first
was his landmark decision to desegregate the
restaurants which serve travelers on Florida’s
Turnpike. The second was his decision, while
sitting on a three judge panel, to reapportion
Florida’s voting districts on the basis of ‘‘one
man, one vote.’’ In both instances, he dem-
onstrated his ability to do not only the right
thing, but also the just thing.

In April of last year, I had the high honor of
introducing H.R. 1479 to this body. Senator
BOB GRAHAM introduced companion legislation
in the Senate. That legislation, which went on
to become Public Law, renamed Miami’s Fed-
eral Building and Courthouse in honor of
Judge Dyer.

Of course, Mr. Speaker I also rise today to
mark the passing of a very dear and close
friend. I do not think that it is very often in our
lives that any of us are able to say that we
had the privilege of knowing a ‘great man’.
But, in this case I think that I am uniquely
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blessed. During the time that we spent to-
gether, he demonstrated what it meant to defy
racial stereotypes.

His loss is not only a personal one, but one
to the entire U.S. Judiciary. How long will it be
until someone else with his compassion and
understanding will grace our presence again?
Mr. Speaker and my fellow colleagues, I ask
you to join me in hoping that that day will be
very, very soon.
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SYRACUSE CHILDREN’S CHORUS
REPRESENTS U.S. AT INTER-
NATIONAL FESTIVAL IN CHINA

HON. JAMES T. WALSH
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 1998

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in praising the
Syracuse Children’s Chorus, a group of young
singers who will represent not only my home
district of Central New York, but in fact, our
entire nation when they travel to the Inter-
national Children’s Choir Festival and World
Conference in China July 31 through August
14.

The group, directed by Dr. Barbara Marble
Tagg, is one of three such groups invited by
the government of the Peoples Republic of
China, and the only one from the United
States.

They will perform in Hong Kong and three
mainland cities—Shenzen, Guilin and
Guangzhou. This is a unique honor and a
wonderful opportunity. I’ve known about the
Syracuse Children’s Chorus since our own
children participated and their reputation is
outstanding. I know they will represent Central
New York and the U.S. very well. I am proud
and excited for them and their families.

Since its founding in 1981 by Dr. Tagg, the
Syracuse Children’s Chorus has become an
international model for music education. The
SCC has been the recipient of grants from the
National Endowment for the Arts and has
been heard on National Public Radio. They
performed at the 1996 International Society for
Music Education World Conference in Amster-
dam, following a concert tour of Belgium and
Holland that year.

They were also featured at the Walt Disney
World Children’s Holiday Choral Festival as
well as Carnegie Hall in 1991.

The Syracuse Children’s Chorus has com-
missioned more than 50 works for children’s
choruses by composers from the U.S., Can-
ada and China.

Dr. Tagg is artistic director and founder. She
is an Affiliate Artist at Syracuse university
where she is a member of the choral music
education faculty. She is a remarkable person
who has done much for our community.

I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing
them well in their performance and their expe-
rience.

The Chorus members are: Jessica P.
Ashooh, Rachel O. Bass, Elena de la Garza-
Bassett, Andrea L. Bess, Erin L. Canavan,
Shawna L. Carrigan, Heather N. Charlton,
Courtney J. Chiavara, Stacey L. Condolora,
Jeffrey B. Corbishley, Elizabeth M. Corcoran,
Andrea E. Dunuwila, Brendan E. Dunuwila,
Kristen W. El-Hindi, Sarah T. Esgro, Jill R.
Evans, Abigail M. Freeman, Rebecca L.

Fullan, Christina Hollenback, Jessica L.
Keating, M. Amaris Kinne, Caroline T.
Manolakos, Michelle M. Michalenko, Erin M.
Molnar, Sidra S. Monreal, Amber L Moriarty,
Marissa H. Mulder, Michelle M. Ostrowski,
Kathryn L. Palange, Johanna C. Pingel, Kath-
ryn M. Pratt, Amanda J. Schofield, Katharine
J. Suddaby, Elana S. Sukert, Sarah A.
Tiedemann, Richard D. Udicious and Carolyn
D. Woiler.

The Chorus staff are: Stephen Paparo, con-
ducting intern; Jackie Pickard, chorus man-
ager; Teresa Hudson, chorus administrator;
and Michael Wesoloski, director of PR/market-
ing. Accompanist is Glenn Kime.
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CBO’S FRACTURED CRYSTAL BALL

HON. NEWT GINGRICH
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 1998

Mr. GINGRICH. Mr. Speaker, The attached
editorial from The Washington Times puts the
problems with the Congressional Budget Of-
fice in the proper perspective. Stephen
Moore’s suggested remedies merit serious
consideration. I submit the editorial to the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

CBO’S FRACTURED CRYSTAL BALL

(By Stephen Moore)
Speaker Newt Gingrich announced last

week that Congress should begin to ‘‘review
the accuracy [sic]’’ of the economic and
budget forecasting of its internal think tank:
the Congressional Budget Office. It’s about
time.

Mr. Gingrich and his GOP colleagues are fi-
nally catching on to a problem that many
supply side economists have recognized for
years. Since at least 1995 the CBO has been
dramatically low-balling its economic esti-
mates, and thus overstating the budget defi-
cit. On average CBO has understated GDP
growth by 1 percentage point per year—
which is a large forecasting error.

One implication of this underestimate of
GDP growth has been that the government’s
official budgeting agency has missed the big-
gest fiscal story of the last quarter century:
a balanced budget with very rapidly rising
budget surpluses.

Consider the legacy of error detailed in the
attached table. Two years ago, in May 1996
the CBO forecast a 1998 deficit of $174 billion.
Instead, now we are told that we will have a
surplus of $35 billion. This means the CBO’s
1996 deficit forecast for 1998 was off by more
than $200 billion. The five year (1998–02) esti-
mated deficit was $1,167 billion. The latest
CBO forecast now sees a surplus over that
period of at least $200 billion. In two years,
CBO has revised upward its budget estimate
by almost $1.4 trillion. Incredible

But the CBO’s crystal ball may still be
cracked. The latest CBO report that came
out in early May 1998 continues to underesti-
mate surpluses. Larry Kudlow of American
Skandia and I have estimated that the sur-
plus for this year will be closer to $70 billion
and that future surpluses will be at least
twice as high as CBO says.

The CBO has long been bearish on the
American economy even as employment,
stock values, and business profits soar, infla-
tion approaches zero, and interest rates dip
to 20-year lows. The long-term CBO estimate
for real GDP growth is a turtle-paced 2.1 per-
cent growth rate for as far as the eye can
see. Yet the average GDP growth over the
past 16 years has been 3.0 percent. In fairness

to CBO, the Clinton Treasury Department is
predicting an equally anemic rate of future
growth.

Economic forecasting is at best an inexact
science. Some might even call it voo doo.
The best—and perhaps the only—semi-reli-
able forecast of the future is the past. CBO
continues to assume that the economy will
grow at substantially below its historical
trend.

The logical question is: Who cares if CBO is
wrong? The answer is that bad forecasts
make for bad policies. Republicans in Con-
gress continue to budget as if we are in a def-
icit environment. In fact, revenues are going
to be at least $500 billion higher from 1998–
2002 than they thought last year. This ex-
plains why Congress is now pondering a nig-
gardly tax cut of less than $100 billion when
in fact a better economic forecast would de-
mand tax cuts 3–5 times higher than that.
Yes, bad numbers lead to bad policies.

Faulty number crunching is also a big
problem at CBO’s sister agency, the Joint
Tax Committee. Last year when the Repub-
lican Congress cut the capital gains tax rate
from 28 percent to 20 percent the JTC scored
this as a five and ten year revenue loser for
the government. This ignored all historical
evidence to the contrary. For nearly 40 years
every capital gains tax cut has yielded more
revenues. Every capital gains tax increase,
including most notably the 1986 increase, has
lowered federal tax receipts. Preliminary tax
return data indicate that in the first 10
months since last year’s cap gains cut, cap-
ital gains receipts are surging. Has JTC
learned its lesson? Hardly. The JTC is now
scoring a proposal to cut the cap gains tax to
a uniform rate of 15 percent. Rather than ad-
mitting its error, JTC chooses to stick with
it’s discredited story.

The GOP has no one to blame but itself for
these faulty forecasts. The GOP runs Con-
gress nowadays and hence it hires and fires
the number-crunchers. But JTC and CBO ap-
pear to be using the same Keyensian models
the Democrats invented 40 years ago.

It is time for the GOP to launch an assault
against the CBO and the JTC. The assault
should be based on the fact that CBO’s mod-
els are broken. The goal is not ideology, but
simple accuracy. Newt Gingrich and the
Budget Committees should ask these agen-
cies to:

(1) Raise GDP forecasts through 2008 from
2.1 percent to a more realistic 3.0 percent.

(2) Raise revenue growth estimates. CBO
(and Treasury) predict 4 percent revenue
growth. We’ve been averaging 7 percent reve-
nue growth since 1982. This year revenues are
up an enormous 11 percent. A reasonable rev-
enue growth estimate is 10 percent for 1998
and 7 percent thereafter.

(3) Revise the surplus estimates. Because
revenues will be much higher, so will sur-
pluses. With 7 percent revenue growth, the
surplus by the year 2002 reaches roughly $300
billion.

(4) Make dynamic economic estimates of
capital gains tax changes. A 15 percent cap-
ital gains rate will be extremely bullish for
the economy and increase wealth and tax
collections.

Most important of all, once armed with
these new forecasts, the GOP must abandon
its austerity budget strategy and enact a
very, very large tax cut. It is time to harness
the surpluses in a way that creates more
prosperity, not bigger government. American
workers and businesses, not politicians, cre-
ated this prosperity and the expected tide of
budget surpluses. Now we deserve a substan-
tial tax cut dividend.
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